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What is Turnitin?

• What do you know about Turnitin?

• What are some common misconceptions about Turnitin?
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Turnitin Misconceptions
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• Detects plagiarism

• Matches are coincidental

• Matches identified are the exact source
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ORIGINALITY

CHECKING
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ORIGINALITY CHECKING TECHNOLOGY
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Technical Challenges

•Needle in a Haystack

For a single paper, check ~100 fragments against:

• A specially indexed copy of the Internet

• 400M+ student papers

• 130M+ books, journals, magazines and newspapers

•Signal vs. Noise

• In parallel, check for fuzzy matches, synonyms, word 

substitutions, paraphrasing and translated plagiarism

• Deliver close to zero false-positives

•Big Data, Fast

• Do this for up to 300,000+ papers a day

• Return results in under a minute

HOW OUR TECHNOLOGY WORKS

The benefits:

Fast and authoritative:  
Quick, accurate reports 
from the world’s largest 
comparison database 

Simple-to-use:
Instructor learning 
curve is very fast 
because of our 
intuitive design
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ORIGINALITYCHECK

Identifies matched content by 

comparing papers against:

•35 billion current & archived web pages

•300 million student papers

•130 million academic articles



© 2012 iParadigms, LLC  All rights reserved. 9

ORIGINALITYCHECK

Insight into students sources

•View sources matched in student paper

•Compare original source material to 

student’s written work

•Source Preview

•View additional sources

•Side-by-Side Comparison

•Link to Original Source

•Exclude quotes and bibliography
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Grading & Feedback



iPad



Grade Anywhere with Turnitin for iPad

iPad is a trademark of Apple Inc.



iPad is a trademark of Apple Inc.

TURNITIN IPAD

Feedback at Your Fingertips

• Originality Report

• QuickMark comments

• Voice comments

• Custom text comments

• Highlights

• Strike through

• Speech to text

Interactive Rubric Grading

Convey clear expectations and grade faster with 

interactive rubrics. Simply tap the rubric criteria, and 

the grade is automatically calculated. No calculators, 

no spreadsheets.
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Evidence of Effectiveness - U.S. Customers

Higher Education:

48% Decrease in Unoriginal Content*

*33,860,285 submissions from 917 higher education accounts over 7 years.

4-Year Institutions:

41% Decrease in Unoriginal Content*

*25,913,970 submissions from 674 4-Year Institution accounts over 7 years. 

2-Year Institutions:

63% Decrease in Unoriginal Content*

*7,946,315 submissions from 243 2-Year Institution accounts over 7 years. 

Secondary Schools:

35% Decrease in Unoriginal Content*

*35,572,378 submissions from 2,862 Secondary School accounts over 7 years. 
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Sample Academic Integrity Statement

“In support of Academic Integrity at <your institution>, Turnitin 

will be used to review the papers that you submit in this class.  

Turnitin does not determine whether plagiarism has taken place 

or not.  Turnitin will also not be used as a punitive tool or 

measure.  The teacher of this class will use the reports that 

Turnitin generates as a basis for the thorough evaluation of the 

authenticity and originality of your work and the work of your 

classmates.”

Additional copy to include:
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STRATEGIES



Originality Reports: Effective Use

• Turnitin identifies “matched content”

• Instructors determine whether matches 

constitute plagiarism

• Color coding of percentage scores do NOT 

signify plagiarism

• Exclude quoted material and bibliography to 

refine results
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Assignment Preparation and Setup

• Peer review theses

• Assign annotated bibliographies

• Use multiple paper drafts to provide students 

with the opportunity to develop their writing over 

the span of an assignment
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PLAGIARISM

SPECTRUM
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Tagging the 10 Types of Plagiarism
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Turnitin is a service of iParadigms, 
LLC © 2012
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More Information

• View Infographic:

http://bit.ly/plagiarismspectrum

• Read White Paper:

http://bit.ly/plagiarismspectrumwp

• Plagiarism.org: http://www.plagiarism.org
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STUDENT 

SOURCES



How do students research in the 

digital age?

• “The internet has changed the very meaning of 

research”*

• Students value immediacy over quality in online research

• Over reliance on the “wisdom of the crowd”

*Pew Internet and American Life Project, How Teens Do Research in the Digital World, 2012 
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About this study

• Time frame: July 2011 to June 2012

• 38.3 million papers submitted to Turnitin in the U.S.

–Secondary Education: 9,931,758 papers

–Higher Education: 28,404,572 papers

•156 million content matches
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Turnitin Content Database

• 35+ billion pages of indexed web content

• 400+ million student papers plus 300,000 new papers daily

•130+ million articles from periodicals, journals, and other content 

databases
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Matched Content Categories

Category Definition

Social Networking & Content Sharing Sites that rely on user-generated content rather 

than professionally-published content. 

Homework & Academic Academic, educational and homework help sites 

that offer a range of content to educate 

students.

News & Portals This category consists of professionally-

published content. 

Paper Mills & Cheat Sites Sites that promote the sale or sharing of written 

work. 

Encyclopedias Reference and summary sites 

Shopping Sites that offer reviews and sell products.

Training & Professional Development



Secondary & Higher Education 

(July 2011 – Jun 2012)

Category

Secondary 

Ed Matches

Higher Ed 

Matches

Homework & Academic 33% 33%

Social Networking & Content Sharing 28% 23%

Paper Mills & Cheat Sites 18% 19%

Encyclopedias 11% 14%

News & Portals 6% 10%

Shopping 4% 1%

Total 100% 100% 100%
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Top 10 Sources: Secondary Ed

Top Sites 2011-2012
Number of 

Matches
% Category

Rank in 

2010-2011

wikipedia.org 3,801,022 8% Encyclopedias 1

answers.yahoo.com 2,929,041 7% Social 2

enotes.com 1,440,129 3% Homework 4

answers.com 1,248,710 3% Social 3

oppapers.com 1,245,097 3% Paper Mills 7

scribd.com 1,144,111 3% Social 6

slideshare.net 953,619 2% Social 5

essaymania.com 932,709 2% Paper Mills 8

shmoop.com 880,635 2% Homework 11

medlibrary.org 846,165 2% Homework 12
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Top 10 Sources: Higher Ed

Top Sites 2011-2012 
Number of 

Matches
% Category

Rank in 

2010-2011

wikipedia.org 12,164,091 11% Encyclopedias 1

oppapers.com 4,492,283 4% Paper Mills 5

slideshare.net 4,051,018 4% Social 3

coursehero.com 3,966,939 4% Homework 6

scribd.com 3,461,809 3% Social 7

answers.yahoo.com 3,188,527 3% Social 2

answers.com 3,186,959 3% Social 4

medlibrary.org 3,123,904 3% Homework 8

bignerds.com 2,633,248 2% Paper Mills 16

papercamp.com 2,454,094 2% Paper Mills 14
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Findings

• Students struggle to recognize bias in sources

• Students are not always <insert word here> in 

evaluating sources for quality and appropriateness

• Research is synonymous with “search”
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SOURCE EDUCATIONAL 

EVALUATION RUBRIC (SEER)



Source Educational Evaluation Rubric (SEER)
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SEER Criteria

•Authority: Is the site well regarded, cited, and written by 

experts in the field? 

•Educational Value: Does the site content help advance 

educational goals? 

•Intent: Is the site a well-respected source of content 

intended to inform users? 

•Originality: Is the site a source of original content and 

viewpoints? 

•Quality: Is the site highly vetted with good coverage of 

the topical area? 
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SEER Scoring

•4.0 – 3.0: “highly credible, quality sources”

•3.0 – 2.0: “credible sources”

•2.0 – 1.0: “questionable sources”

•1.0 – 0.0: “unacceptable or inappropriate sources”
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Discreditable 

Source
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Wikipedia’s SEER Score

Secondary Ed Panelists 2.55 / 4.0

Higher Ed Panelists 1.07 / 4.0
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SEER Average Ratings by Category

Category Average Rating

Social Networking & Content Sharing 1.59 / 4.0

Homework & Academic 2.40 / 4.0

News & Portals 2.05 / 4.0

Paper Mills & Cheat Sites 0.59 / 4.0

Encyclopedias 2.02 / 4.0

Shopping 1.65 / 4.0 

Average Across Categories 1.79 / 4.0
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Implications

• Assessment not assumptions

• Textual literacy skills 

• Hands-on practice

Training & Professional Development



Resources

SEER Interactive Rubric

http://pages.turnitin.com/seer_rubric.html

SEER White Paper

http://pages.turnitin.com/evaluating_sources.html

Ratings for Top Student Sources

http://www.turnitin.com/assets/en_us/media/seer/he/all.php

#.UaZ1NiuG1Z8
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Additional Resources

• Live Expert Training

• Tutorial 

Videoshttp://www.turnitin.com/en_us/training/instructor-training

• White papers and 

Webcastshttp://www.turnitin.com/en_us/resources/white-

papers http://www.turnitin.com/en_us/resources/webcasts

• Help Center http://www.turnitin.com/en_us/support/help-center

http://www.turnitin.com/en_us/training/instructor-training
http://www.turnitin.com/en_us/resources/white-papers
http://www.turnitin.com/en_us/resources/webcasts
http://www.turnitin.com/en_us/support/help-center

