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Myth vs. Fact: NIH Common Forms and SciENcv

SciENcv (Science Experts Network Curriculum Vitae)

Launch SciENcv

SciENcv Allows Researchers To:

Maintain a professional researcher profile
Import information from ORCID and eRA Commons
Generate NIH Common Forms and Biosketches
Produce NIH-compliant PDFs
Reuse research data across applications

Myth:

"I can create my NIH Biosketch or Common Form in Word or PDF
and upload it directly to eBRAP or NIH systems."

Fact:

As of May 2026, NIH requires all Biographical Sketch 
Common Forms to be generated through SciENcv.

SciENcv creates the official NIH-compliant PDF required for 
application submission.



NIH Biographical Sketch Common Form

Key Takeaway:

Tailor your Common 
Form to each grant 
application by 
highlighting the 
qualifications, 
experiences, and 
research products most 
relevant to the 
proposed project.

The NIH Common Form Contains 
Five Required Components

1. Identifying Information

2. Professional Preparation

3. Appointments and Positions

4. Research Products

5. Certification Statement

• Like a résumé, your Common Form should be tailored to the 
specific funding opportunity.

• SciENcv – handles the formatting & generates NIH 
Compliant PDF for you.

Think of Your Common Form as a Research Résumé

SciENcv-Generated NIH Common Form



�
SciENcv Setup Roadmap

Step 1: Verify Your eRA Commons Account

eRA Commons → ORCID → My NCBI → SciENcv → NIH Biosketch

Step 1 out of 4: 
Verify Your eRA Commons Account

eRA Commons
Verify or Create your eRA Commons profile

 LSU Health New Orleans affiliation
 Current profile information
 New faculty: Contact ORS for account setup

• LSU Health New Orleans ORS

Why this Matters

A valid eRA Commons account and LSU Health New Orleans affiliation are required to connect 
ORCID and generate NIH Common Forms through SciENcv.

https://public.era.nih.gov/commons/
https://public.era.nih.gov/commons/
https://public.era.nih.gov/commons/


LSU Health New Orleans,
Office of Research Services (ORS)

LSU Health New Orleans ORS

Ann Clesi, Med
Grants Compliance Administrator

aclesi@lsuhsc.edu
504-599-1533

Jessica Raymond, JD
Grants & Development Coordinator

jraym2@lsuhsc.edu

Assistance with:
• eRA Commons access - Account affiliation - NIH 

systems
• Research profile setup

New Faculty? Start Here.

How to Affiliate Your eRA Commons Account with LSU 
Health New Orleans

Contact the LSU Health New Orleans Office of Research 
Services (ORS) – [email request: to Ann Clesi; Jessica 
Raymond]

Request eRA Commons account creation and/or 
institutional affiliation

Verify that LSU Health New Orleans appears as your 
affiliated institution in your eRA Commons profile

Once affiliation is confirmed, proceed with ORCID, My 
NCBI, and SciENcv setup

Key Takeaway
Before connecting ORCID, accessing SciENcv, or creating NIH Common 

Forms, ensure your eRA Commons account is active and affiliated with LSU 
Health New Orleans.

Establish Your eRA Commons Affiliation Before Proceeding to ORCID and SciENcv



Ready for SciENcv?

Account activated
LSU Health affiliation verified
Login credentials tested
Profile information completed

① Receive Activation Email

Activation link
eRA Commons username
LSU Health affiliation

② Activate Your Account

Create login credentials
Complete profile information
Save credentials securely

③ Verify Your Affiliation

Confirm LSU Health New Orleans 
affiliation

Verify account access
Test login credentials

New to LSU?
eRA Commons Account Set Up & Management

Example Activation Email

Next Up: ORCID - Access ORCID

Create or verify your ORCID iD

https://orcid.org/register


Access Your ORCID Account
ORCID

Get Started
Sign in to your ORCID account
Create a free ORCID iD if needed
Verify your email address

1. Sign In  → 2. Connect ORCID → 3. Confirm LSU Affiliation → 4. Verify 

Step 2: Link Your ORCID iD

Authorize access and verify your LSU Health affiliation in eRA Commons

ORCID Profile

Enter ORCID iD in eRA Commons

Verify 

Authorize Access Successful Connection
• ORCID account active
• Email verified
• LSU affiliation displayed
• ORCID iD appears in eRA Commons

https://orcid.org/


eRA Commons → ORCID → MyNCBI → SciENcv → NIH Biosketch PDF

Step 3: Access SciENcv Through MyNCBI

Use your eRA Commons credentials to access SciENcv through MyNCBI.

Accessing SciENcv Through MyNCBI

Navigate to MyNCBI
Launch MY NCBI

Sign in using your eRA Commons 
credentials

Verify your ORCID connection is active

Select Manage SciENcv

Open or create an NIH Common Form or 
Biosketch

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/myncbi/


Step 4: Create an NIH Biographical Sketch Common Form [in SciENcv]

Understand the new NIH Common Form requirements before creating your document.

eRA Commons → ORCID → MyNCBI → SciENcv → NIH Biosketch PDF

Complete Your Common Form

Create a new NIH Biographical Sketch 
Common Form in SciENcv

↓

Complete all required sections

↓

Review your information for accuracy 
and compliance

↓

Generate an NIH-compliant PDF for 
submission



Step 4(a): Complete the NIH Biographical Sketch Supplement
Personal Statement • Honors • Contributions to Science

Personal Statement

• 3,500-character limit
• Narrative format only

Honors

• Up to 15 entries
• Entered individually into structured 
field

Contributions to Science

• Up to 5 entries
• 2,000 characters each
• Entered separately in SciENcv

Personal Statement

Describe why your experience, qualifications, and 
expertise make you particularly well-suited to 
successfully carry out the proposed project.

Honors

List notable awards, recognitions, distinctions, and 
other achievements relevant to your scientific or 
professional career.

Contributions to Science

Describe significant scientific contributions and their 
impact while referencing supporting research 
products.



Step 4(b): Professional Preparation, Appointments & Positions

NIH Requirement
Report professional appointments, positions, leadership roles, and service activities outside your primary organization that were held within the three 
years preceding the application submission date

Report professional roles, appointments, and leadership positions outside 
your primary organization.

 This section is intended to capture external professional appointments, 
leadership roles, and service activities from the past three years.

What to Include

Academic Appointments

Clinical Appointments

Scientific Appointments

Administrative Leadership Roles

Board Memberships

Committee Leadership Roles

Professional Society Leadership 
Roles

Position Organization Dates

Assistant Professor LSU Health New Orleans 2024-Present

Clinical Specialist University Medical Center 2023-Present

Board Member Louisiana Physical Therapy 
Association 2025-Present

Chair, Research Committee
American Academy of 
Neurologic Physical 
Therapy

2024-Present



Step 4(c): Research Products & Contributions to Science

(Up to 5 products)

This section allows investigators to move beyond a 
publication list and demonstrate the broader impact 
of their contributions on:

Knowledge

Clinical Practice

Policy

Education

Future Scientific Discoveries

(Up to 5 products)

Select research products that best demonstrate 
your qualifications and readiness to successfully 
conduct the proposed project.

Subject Matter Expertise

Research Experience

Technical or Clinical Skills
Specialized methods, techniques, or professional 

competencies

Project Readiness
Evidence of your ability to successfully conduct 

the proposed work

Scientific Impact

Key Takeaway

Choose research products strategically:

• Products Closely Related to the Proposed 
Project demonstrate your qualifications and 
readiness to conduct the proposed work.

• Other Significant Research Products
demonstrate your broader scientific impact 
and Contributions to Science.

Project-Focused Products Impact-Focused Products



Step 5: Review, Certify & Generate Your NIH-Compliant PDF

NIH Common Form Workflow

Verify eRA Commons

Connect ORCID

Access MyNCBI

Create NIH Biographical Sketch Common Form

Complete Supplement Sections

Review & Certify

Generate NIH-Compliant PDF



THANK YOU FOR JOINING US TODAY!

Please let us know how we can support you further...

SAHP - Office of Research Affairs
SAHPOfficeofResearch@lsuhsc.edu

Dr. Noelle Moreau
Associate Dean of Research

nmorea@lsuhsc.edu

Willis Brewer
Manager of Business Operations

wbrew1@lsuhsc.edu

Vanessa Cohen
Grants & Development Specialist

vcohen@lsuhsc.edu

Research Profiles

 ORCID - https://orcid.org/

eRA Commons -
https://public.era.nih.gov/commons/

NIH Systems

MyNCBI - https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/account/
 SciENcv - https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv/

NIH Guidance

 Resources for: NIH Biosketch Common Form

mailto:SAHPOfficeofResearch@lsuhsc.edu
mailto:nmorea@lsuhsc.edu
mailto:wbrew1@lsuhsc.edu
mailto:wbrew1@lsuhsc.edu
mailto:wbrew1@lsuhsc.edu
mailto:vcohen@lsuhsc.edu
https://orcid.org/
https://public.era.nih.gov/commons/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/account/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv/%E2%80%8B
https://grants.nih.gov/grants-process/write-application/forms-directory/biographical-sketch-common-form
https://grants.nih.gov/grants-process/write-application/forms-directory/biographical-sketch-common-form


Appendix B
Trouble Shooting -

ORCID Link Not Working?

Step 2. Verify Your ORCID Account
Confirm that:

Your ORCID account is active

Your email address has been 
verified

You can successflly log in at 
ORCID.org

Your ORCID record is not locked 
or disabled

Step 1: Verify eRA Commons

Account is active
LSU Health affiliation is 

correct
Profile is complete

Step 3. Reconnect ORCID

ORCID

Trusted Organizations

Remove eRA Commons 
Connection

Return to eRA Commons

Associate ORCID iD

Reauthorize Successfully

Common Issues

•ORCID not linked

•LSU affiliation missing

•Multiple ORCID accounts

•Authorization incomplete
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